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SUBJECT: POREIGN MINISTER KHADDAM'S VISIT TO MOSCOW 

1 . POREIGN MINISTRY DIRECTOR OF WESTERN EUROPEAN APPAIRS 
TOLD EMBOPP JULY 15 THAT KHADDAM'S JULY 6-7 VISIT TO MOSCOW 
HAD BEEN PART OP BAATH PARTY EPPORT TO EXMPLAIN SYRIAN POLICY 
TOWARD LEBANON TO POREIGN GOVERNMENTS. KHADDAM, HOWEVER, 
HAD BEEN UNSUCCESSFUL IN HIS ATEMPT TO CONVINCE SOVIETS OP 
NECESSITY POR SYRIAN MILITARY INTERVENTION IN LEBANON. 

GROMYKO, OPPICIAL SAID, HAD TOLD KHADDAM HE APPRECIATED 
SYRIAN POLITICAL OBJECTIVES BUT NOT ITS MILITARY INTERVENTION. 
"QUO VADIS" GROMYKO HAD ASKED KHADDAM AND HAD WARNED OF THE 
DIPFICULTIES INVOLVED IN STOPPING A CART HALE WAY DOWN A 
STEEP MOUNTIAN. 

2. ASKED WHAT SOVIET GOVERNMENT HAD ADVISED SYRIANS, 

OPFICIALS SAID SOVEITS WISHED TO SEE AN END TO FULL- 
PLEDGED CONFRONTATION BETWEEN SYRIA AND PALESTINIANS, 
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FIGHTING AND RESUME POLITICAL DIALOG, AND SYRIAN MILITARY 
WITHDRAWALS. OFFICIAL COULD SHED NO LIGHT, HOWEVER, ON 
WHAT MEASURES SOVIET UNION MIGHT BE TAKING TO PRESSURE 
SARG TOWARD THIS POSITION. 

3. ON BROADER SUBJECT OF BAATH PARTY INFORMATION 
CAMPAIGN, FOREIGN MINISTRY OFFICIAL CRITICIZED REGIME 
FOR USING "INEXPERIENCED" PARTY MEMBERS RATHER THAN 
"QUALIEIED PROFESSIONALS" TO EXPLAIN SYRIA'S POLICIES 
ABROAD. NC COMMAND MEMBER SAYYAGH'S PRESENTATION IN 
PARIS HAD BEEN INEFFECTIVE, OFFICIAL SAID. HE THEN 
WENT ON TO CIRITICIZE REGIME'S INTERNAL INFORMATION 
EFFORTS SAYING SARG HAS BEEN LARGELY UNSUCCESSEUL IN 
EXPLAINING ITS POLICY TOWARD ELBANON TO ITS OWN PEOPLE. 
THIS WAS HURTING ASAD, HE ADDED. 

MURPHY 
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